
 
K.O.T.B.  - King of the Brits v3 r2 

 
The newly revised 2019 version of the King Of The Brits preamp includes Master, Level, Gain, 
Low, Mid and High controls. Based on the ’67-’68 Plexi amp… but now with the K.O.T.B. you 
have the added Hot Rod Mod Tone that was all the rage in the 1980s . A Shredders dream. 
 

 
 

Board Dimensions (W x H)  2.2” x 1.61” ca. 56 mm x 41 mm 
 

R1 1M R19 1k C1 2n2  Q1 - Q6 *2N5457 
R2 33k R20 15k C2 560p      
R3 22k R21 4k7 C3 10n    
R4 3.9k R22 220k C4 10n  D1 CA Bi-colour LED 
R5 470k R23 33k C5 1µ      
R6 470k R24 3k9 C6 2µ2  GAIN A1M Log 
R7 22k R25 470R C7 560p  HIGH B250k Lin 
R8 3.9k R26 100k C8 22n  LOW A1M Log 
R9 470k R27 6k8 C9 22n  MID B25k Lin 

R10 470k R28 2k2 C10 22n  MASTER A1M Log 
R11 15k     C11 1n  LEVEL A250k Log 
R12 3.9k     C12 100n      
R13 100k     C13 22n      
R14 33k     C14 10µ      
R15 100k     C15 10µ      
R16 1M     C16 10n      
R17 15k     C17 10n      
R18 3.3k     C18 100µ      

 
Note: The Gain control is fine adjustment in your overall drive tone. This is subtle and is will emulate ripping tones using 

either “Hot” or “Vintage” wound pickups. This pedal is designed to replicate a hot-rodded Marshall and that is what you 

should expect. Adjusting Gain can also done with your Guitar Volume. This circuit provides an amazing range of cranked 

Plexi Tones that emulate a “mine goes to 11” amp. One of the best hot rod sounds we have heard! 

 

The Master Control was added for a post EQ control and the Level is an overall Level control regardless of where the 

Master control is set. Again this is a subtle difference but we feel it is worth experimenting with. 

 



 
SCHEMATIC 

 

 

Transistors: You can use either *2N5457 or J201 FETs successfully in this build. For 2N5457 you need to use the values included in 
the schematic and BOM above. For J201 use the value changes listed directly below. 
 
The new values in the BOM and schematic above reflect a biasing change to be able to use 2N5457. These sound amazing! 

If building the older version using J201 transistors instead below are the value changes you would need to make.  

These are critical bias values regardless of which transistor you choose: 

● R4 - 1k8 
● R8 - 1k8 
● R10 - 33k 
● R12 - 1k 
● R18 - 1k 

 
Additionally we have adjusted four pot tapers from the old version. While not critical we like the changes better.  

These are: 

● Master was B1M and is now A1M 
● Gain was B1M and is now A1M 
● Mid Pot was A25k and is now B25k 
● High Pot was A250k and is now B250k 

 

 
WIRING 
 

 
 

 
For more detailed Guides, Charts and Tutorials please visit our Guides Page on our Forum. 

 
  

https://guitarpcb.com/forums/topic/pedal-building-guides-mandatory-reading/


STATUS LED 
 
D1 is a common anode bi-colour LED 
 

 
 

The diagram above shows the pin-out, schematic symbol and pad connection for a common anode LED. The pad for lead 1 on the 
circuit board is marked with a white box. 
 
When connected correctly the LED will light red when power is applied and the circuit is in bypass mode.  The LED will light green 
when in effects mode. 
If you wish to use a standard LED, connect the anode to the middle pad and the cathode to the right pad (non-white) to show the 
circuit in effects mode. 
If using one of GuitarPCB’s 3PDT Wiring Boards, pads S4, S5, S6 and D1 would be ignored and R28 would not 
be installed since it is usually preferable to install the Status LED on the 3PDT board. 
 
Soldering Tutorial on Youtube 

 

Need a kit? Check out our authorized worldwide distributors: 

USA – Check out PedalPartsAndKits for all your GuitarPCB kit needs in the USA. 

Europe – Das Musikding Order either boards or kits direct from Europe. 

PedalPartsAustralia - Order either boards or kits direct from Australia 

If they do not have a KIT listed send them a note asking if they can help you out. 
 

 
This document, PCB Artwork and Schematic Artwork © GuitarPCB.com. Schematic, PCB and this 
document by Tonmann, Bruce R. and Barry.  All copyrights, trademarks, and artworks remain the 
property of their owners.Distribution of this document is prohibited without written consent from 
GuitarPCB.com. GuitarPCB.com claims no rights or affiliation to those names or owners. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JT32pMc8g4
http://www.pedalpartsandkits.com/
http://www.musikding.de/guitar-and-bass-effect-pedal-kits
http://www.pedalpartsaustralia.com/

